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MUSICAL THEATRE WORD SPLASH  
 

Use the words in this musical theatre word splash to create sentences about 
musical theatre. You may only use each word one time, but you can use as 
many of the words as you like in each sentence. Try to use the correct 
spelling and punctuation.  
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An introduction to Musical Theatre  
 

What is it? 
Musical Theatre is a type of stage theatre that includes acting, as well as song and dance.  
 
It can overlap with other forms of theatre, such as opera, however musical theatre is 
distinguished by the equal importance it gives to all elements, not just focusing on the drama 
or the music.    
 
A bit of history… 
 

 
Greek Theatre Roman Theatre  Medieval Theatre 
550BC – 220 BC 240BC – 475  401 - 1500 

Ø Ancient Greece Ø Ancient Rome Ø Liturgical drama 
Ø Masks used for characterisation  Ø Famous playwrights: Livius 

Andronicus (284-204BC) and 
Lucius Seneca (4 BC-65AD)  

Ø Comedy was over exaggerated for 
effect 

Ø Famous playwrights: Sophocles 
(496-406 BC) and Euripides (480-
380 BC) 

 Ø Famous playwrights: Hrosvitha (935-
1002) and Adam de la Halla (1237-
1288)  

Commedia dell Arte Elizabethan   17th Century French Neoclassicism  

1510 – 1650  1576 - 1642 1648-1789 
Ø Italian comedy  Ø Originated in England Ø Plays based on the concerns of 

ideas and their effects on human 
beings 

Ø Improvised in the streets of Italy  Ø English Renaissance Ø Famous playwrights: Racine (1639-
1673) and Moliere (1622-1673)  

Ø Used masks Ø Famous playwrights: William 
Shakespeare and Christopher 
Marlowe 

 

Australian Drama  19th Century Melodrama Realism  
1788 1801-1900 1860 – 1900  

Ø Famous playwrights: Lawler and 
Alan Seymour 

Ø The ‘Romantic Age’ Ø Represents real life  

Ø Only Caucasian people were 
allowed in theatres  

Ø Serious plays with good and evil 
clearly separated  

Ø Famous playwrights: Henrik Ibsen 
and George Bernard Shaw 

Ø Indigenous plays came later  Ø Famous playwrights: Anthony 
Hope and Douglas Jerrold  

 

Epic Theatre  Musical Theatre   
1910 – 1950  Late 1800s  

Ø Use of background scenery as 
part of the set  

Ø The Zeigfield Follies were an early 
form of showgirl, with music and 
dancing  
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Ø Music to neutralise emotions 
rather than strengthening them 

Ø Broadway musicals and well as 
film musicals 

 

Ø Talking to the audience – 
“breaking the fourth wall” 

Ø Famous directors: George Abbott, 
Jerome Robbins 

 

Ø Famous playwrights: Jean Genet 
and Bertolt Brecht  

Ø Famous 
choreographers/composers: 
Bernstein, Rogers & Hammerstein, 
Bob Fosse 

 

 Ø Famous actors/dancers: Fred 
Astaire, Ginger Rodgers, Eleanor 
Powell  

 

 
RESEARCH TASK  

 
You will be required to research one musical of your own choice. You will be 
asked to prepare a research paper on your musical and you should include 
the following details: 

• Identify who:  
Ø wrote the musical; 
Ø wrote the lyrics to the songs; 
Ø composed the score; 
Ø wrote the original script;  
Ø directed the musical. 

• A brief plot summary, including: 
Ø who the main characters are; 
Ø what the major conflict is;  
Ø when and where the musical takes place, i.e. the time-period, 

setting, social circumstances;  
• The history of the musical:  

Ø who was the original cast of your musical? 
Ø where was the musical performed? 
Ø was it adapted from a play, a movie or a book? 

• 3-5 interesting facts about your musical: 
Ø any key actors that have performed in the musical (are they famous 

from somewhere else?)  
Ø social impact of the musical; 
Ø any major changes to the script, etc. 

• A character description: 
Ø who are they? (age, gender, social status)  
Ø what their conflict is within the musical and any important 

relationships they have to other characters;  
Ø vocal or physical demands they have in the musical? (e.g. are they 

are soprano? Do they have to climb sets? Do they have to tap?) 
 
You should try to include some images of the set design and costume design. 
Compare how different versions of the musical look different and what you 
think the Director’s overall vision was.  
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30 Day Musical Challenge 
 

Your challenge is to watch as many of the below musicals as you can and 
tick them off. Remember to focus on details about the plot, the characters 
and some of the main songs! You will be quizzed ;) 
 

Hairspray 
(2007) 

Dreamgirls 
(2006) 

Les 
Miserables 

(2012) 

Nine 
(2009) 

Into the 
Woods 
(2014) 

The 
Producers 

(2005) 

Aladdin 
(1992) 

Fame 
(1980) 

Moulin 
Rouge! 
(2001) 

The Phantom 
of the Opera 

(2004) 

West Side 
Story 

(1961) 

High School 
Musical  
(2006) 

A Star is Born 
(1976) 

Happy Feet 
(2006) 

A Chorus 
Line 

(1985) 

Mamma 
Mia! 

(2008) 

The Rocky 
Horror 

Picture Show 
(1975) 

Tangled 
(2010) 

Beauty and 
the Beast 

(2017) 

La La Land 
(2016) 

Saturday 
Night Fever 

(1977) 

Rock of Ages 
(2012) 

Anastasia  
(1997) 

Funny Girl  
(1968) 

Little Shop of 
Horrors 
(1986) 

Grease 
(1978) 

Burlesque 
(2010) 

Sweet 
Charity  
(1969) 

Jesus Christ 
Superstar 

(1973) 

Mary 
Poppins 
(1964) 

 
 

Write down who the main characters are, what some of the main songs are 
and your favourite scene in the musical.  
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Musical Song Challenge 
 
 
 

Answer each question with what your favourite is.  
 

1. A song that you love to sing in the shower: ___________________________ 
2. A song with a colour in the title: ______________________________________ 
3. A song from a Disney musical: _______________________________________ 
4. A song from a Tony-award winning show: ____________________________ 
5. A song that boosts your confidence: _________________________________ 
6. A song that you love to sing at karaoke: ______________________________ 
7. A song that reminds you of summer: _________________________________ 
8. A song with a number in the title: ____________________________________ 
9. A song from the year you were born: _________________________________ 
10.  A song that is about falling in love: __________________________________ 
11.  A song with a person’s name in the title: _____________________________ 
12.  A song that relaxes you: ____________________________________________ 
13.  A song that reminds you of childhood: _______________________________ 
14.  A song from a musical that’s never been on Broadway: 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
15.  A song from a musical set in New York: ______________________________ 
16.  A song from a jukebox musical: _____________________________________ 
17.  A song from a recent Broadway show: _______________________________ 
18.  A song that is sung as a duet: _______________________________________ 
19.  A song sung by a villain: ____________________________________________ 
20.  A song that makes you happy: ______________________________________ 
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Musical Theatre Crossword 
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Music Theory  
 

Music Theory is an important part of musical theatre, as it helps understand 
the correct notes to sing and what octave to sing them at.  
 
Below is a chart of all the major scales. As you can see, the notes also 
contain sharps (b) and flats (#), which are the black keys on a piano.  
 

Intervals Tone Tone Semitone Tone Tone Tone Semitone 
C major C D E F G A B C 
D major D E F# G A B C# D 
E major E F# G# A B C# D# E 
F major F G A Bb C D E F 
G major  G A B C D E F# G 
A major A B C# D E F# G# A 
B major  B C# D# E F# G# A# B 

 
Here is an example of each note. Flat notes sound squeaky, whereas sharp 
notes sound very sad. This example is using a treble clef, so a major scale. 

 
 
You can follow a piece of music by taking note of where the notes fall on the 
lines, which is called the stave. The notes will always follow the melody. There 
are other bars and lines in which we can also follow, which gives us our 
harmonies.  
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There are also different types of notes. The ones above are whole notes, 
which represents 4 beats in the music. There is also a half note which is 2 
beats, quarter note which is 1 beat and an eighth note, which is ½ a beat. 
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Here is another sheet for your reference on music notes.  
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Putting theory into practice  
 

Underneath the stave will be the name and a music note that you will need 
to draw on the lines. I have given you some assistance by telling you where 
the notes should go. You can use the images in the previous pages as a 
reference.  
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Half note  Whole note  Quarter note  Eighth note  
 
Space A  Space C  Line G   Space C 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Quarter note Eighth note  Whole note   Half note  
 
Space F  Line B   Space A   Line D 
 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Eighth note  Half note  Quarter note  Whole note 
 
Space A  Line B   Space C   Line G 
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Design Roles in Musical Theatre  
 

You can’t have a musical production without many different roles and 
responsibilities that help bring the show to life. Some roles are listed below: 
 
Director: Leads the members of the crew, as well as the actors in the 
production. They may also handle the general business of the show. It is their 
vision that comes to life.  
 
Music Director: Oversees and instructs the musical components of the show; 
works with actors on vocal performance and an orchestra (if applicable). 
 
Choreographer: Designs and instructs all the movement in the songs. 
 
Stage Manager: Oversees the stage crew, sets up the materials, assists actors 
with forgotten lines and orders the curtain cues.  
 
Set Design: Oversees the design and construction of the set, which includes 
the backdrop and props.  
 
Costume Designer: Collaborates with the Director and organises costumes for 
the characters in the show.  
 
Lighting Design: Designs the lighting elements of the show around the themes, 
songs and dialogue.  
 
Sound Design: Organises any sound necessary in the theatre.  
 

 
 

Set Design Task  
Your task is to pick the role of a set designer and design a set based on the 
musical, ‘Matilda.’ Listen to the songs that are in the musical and pick a 
scene to base your design on.  
Details to include: 

Ø A colour scheme for the scene; 
Ø Any props that you will need to include; 
Ø Will the set need any moving objects? 

 
You can use the template below to construct your set.  
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Why have you made these choices? Include your thought process, your 
colour choices, your overall design and how you interpreted this scene.  
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Quiz Time! 
How well do you know your musical theatre? 
 

1. Which Shakespearean play inspired the story for West Side Story? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. Which Australian actor won a Tony award for his role in the Boy from 

Oz? ________________________________________________________________ 
 
3. The Wiz was released as a film in 1978 and starred who as Dorothy? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. In which musical would you hear the words “all that jazz” sung? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
5. Which musical is the longest running musical in the world? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. In which musical would you find Seymour, the flower shop assistant? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Who wrote the lyrics to Jesus Christ Superstar? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. In which musical would you find the character Frenchie? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
9. Which rock musical tells the story of a group of struggling young 

musicians and artists in New York’s lower East Side? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
10.  In which musical would you hear the lyrics, “I’m flying high, defying 

gravity”? ___________________________________________________________ 
 

11.  Which musical features the lyrics “dammit Janet”? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
12.  Who wrote the Rocky Horror Picture Show? 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

13.  What is the name of the pie shop owner in Sweeney Todd? 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
14.  Which famous actor played the role of Edna Turnblad in the film 

version of Hairspray? ________________________________________________ 
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Musical Theatre Word Search  
 

Try to find as many of these words as you can.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


